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Expanded Psionics Handbook Dungeons & Dragons Rulebook

Expanded Psionics Handbook Dungeons & Dragons rulebook is a pivotal supplement for
players and Dungeon Masters seeking to deepen their experience with psionic powers within the
Dungeons & Dragons 3.5 Edition framework. This comprehensive guide expands upon the core
psionics system, introducing new powers, classes, feats, and rules to enhance gameplay and
provide a richer, more versatile psionic experience. Whether you're a seasoned player or new to
psionics, this handbook offers a wide array of options to customize characters and explore mental
and psychic abilities beyond traditional magic.

Overview of the Expanded Psionics Handbook
What is the Expanded Psionics Handbook?

The Expanded Psionics Handbook is an official D&D supplement published by Wizards of the Coast,
designed to complement the core Psionics Handbook. It broadens the scope of psionic abilities,
enabling characters to delve deeper into their mental powers with new options, rules, and
mechanics. The handbook caters to players who want to incorporate more complex and varied
psionic feats into their campaigns, fostering a more immersive and strategic gameplay experience.

Key Features of the Handbook

- New Classes and Prestige Classes: Adds options such as the Psion and Psychic Warrior, along
with prestige classes like Psicrystal Warrior and Soulknife.

- Expanded Powers: Introduces new power categories, including greater and supreme powers,
expanding the traditional psionic power spectrum.

- New Feats and Talents: Offers feats that enhance psionic abilities, improve power efficiency, or
grant new capabilities.

- Enhanced Rules for Psionics: Clarifies mechanics for power resistance, manifester levels, and
psionic combat.

- Equipment and Items: Adds specialized gear like psicrystals and psionic enhancements that
augment character abilities.

Core Content of the Expanded Psionics Handbook

New Classes and Prestige Classes
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Psion

- A versatile class focusing on mental mastery and a broad array of powers.
- Uses a manifesting mechanic similar to spellcasting but based on psionic power points.
- Can specialize in disciplines such as telepathy, telekinesis, or soul-magic.
Psychic Warrior
- Combines martial prowess with psionic powers.
- Excels in combat scenarios, utilizing psionic powers to enhance physical abilities.
- Gains access to a unique array of powers focused on offense and defense.
Prestige Classes
- Psicrystal Warrior: Fuses psionic power with weapon mastery.
- Soulknife: Specializes in creating psychically powered blades and stealth tactics.
- Egoist: Focuses on psionic dominance and mental control.
Expanded Powers and Power Categories
Power Levels and Types
The handbook introduces new power levels, including:
- Greater Powers: More potent than standard powers, often requiring higher manifesting levels.
- Supreme Powers: Highly advanced abilities available to high-level characters.
New Power Disciplines
Disciplines such as:
- Clairvoyance: Sensing distant or hidden objects.
- Mind Control: Dominating or influencing others.

- Psychokinesis: Moving or manipulating objects.

Feats and Talents for Psionic Characters
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Notable Feats

- Psionic Meditation: Allows for additional power points recovery.
- Mental Focus: Enhances concentration and power efficiency.
- Expanded Knowledge: Grants access to more disciplines or powers.
Talents
Additional talents provide specialized benefits, such as:
- Increased power resistance.
- Enhanced damage or effect duration.
- Improved psychic combat capabilities.
Mechanics and Rules for Psionics
Manifesting Powers

- Characters use a pool of power points to manifest powers.
- Each power has a level and a cost in power points.

- Higher-level powers require more points and often greater mental discipline.

Power Resistance and Defense
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- Creatures can resist psionic powers using their own power resistance or saving throws.
- The handbook clarifies how to calculate and apply these defenses to maintain game balance.

Psionic Combat

- A system where psionic powers can be contested through opposed checks.

- Strategies include mind defense, power resistance, and countering mental effects.

Equipment and Psionic Items

Psicrystals



PSION TEKLOGIX USER MANUAL Full Version Vol. 2022, Issue 10

- Crystalline objects that store and enhance psionic powers.
- Can be used as a focus for manifesting powers or as a portable power reservoir.

Psionic Enhancements
- Items that augment psionic abilities, like enhanced implants or armor.
- Can increase the effectiveness of powers or reduce their cost.
Other Gear
- Psionic Tattoos: Magical tattoos that grant passive psionic abilities.
- Mental Focus Items: Items that improve concentration and power stability.
Strategies for Using Psionics in Gameplay
Building a Psionic Character
- Choose a class that aligns with your preferred style, such as the Psion or Psychic Warrior.
- Select disciplines and powers that complement your character's role.
- Invest in feats and talents that enhance your psionic potential.
Combining Powers and Tactics
- Use combination attacks to maximize damage or control.
- Employ mental defenses to resist enemy psionic attacks.
- Use psicrystals and items strategically for resource management.
Integrating Psionics into Campaigns
- Work with your Dungeon Master to incorporate psionic lore.
- Use psionic abilities to solve puzzles or overcome obstacles.
- Incorporate psionic-themed enemies and challenges for thematic consistency.

Tips for Dungeon Masters

Creating Psionic Encounters
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- Design enemies with psionic resistances and vulnerabilities.
- Use mental combat mechanics to challenge psionic characters.
- Develop storylines that explore psionic mysteries or conflicts.

Balancing Power Levels

- Adjust encounter difficulty based on the player's psionic capabilities.
- Introduce unique artifacts or locations linked to psionics.
- Use prestige classes and feats to tailor the power level to your campaign's needs.

Conclusion

The Expanded Psionics Handbook Dungeons & Dragons rulebook significantly enriches the psionic
aspect of the game, offering a multitude of new options for players and DMs alike. Its detailed
mechanics, diverse classes, and extensive powers provide the tools needed to craft intricate mental
battles, powerful psychic characters, and compelling storylines centered around the mind. Whether
you aim to master telepathy, telekinesis, or mind control, this handbook is an essential resource for
elevating your D&D campaign with the fascinating world of psionics. Embrace the power of the mind
and explore new frontiers of adventure with this comprehensive guide.

Expanded Psionics Handbook Dungeons & Dragons Rulebook: Unlocking the Mind?s Power

The Expanded Psionics Handbook is a pivotal supplement for Dungeons & Dragons enthusiasts
seeking to deepen their exploration of mental powers within the game?s universe. As an extension
of the core rules, this rulebook broadens the scope of psionic abilities?offering new options for
characters, expanding the strategic complexity of gameplay, and enriching the narrative potential of
campaigns. Whether you are a player eager to harness the mind?s potential or a Dungeon Master
aiming to craft more nuanced encounters, understanding the Expanded Psionics Handbook is
essential. This article provides a comprehensive yet accessible overview of the rulebook?s core
features, its impact on gameplay, and practical insights for integrating it into your D&D experience.

What Is the Expanded Psionics Handbook?
Origins and Purpose

The Expanded Psionics Handbook was released by Wizards of the Coast as part of the D&D 3.5
edition supplement lineup. It aims to supplement the Player?s Handbook and other core materials
by focusing specifically on psionics?the use of mental powers that resemble magic but operate
through different mechanics and themes. Unlike traditional spellcasting, psionics are often portrayed
as innate mental abilities that can be cultivated and specialized.
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This handbook is designed to provide players and Dungeon Masters with a richer palette of psionic
options, including new classes, powers, feats, and rules for integrating psionics into campaigns that
may already feature magic and martial combat. It also introduces a thematic flavor that emphasizes
mental discipline, personal mastery, and the sometimes mysterious origins of psionic abilities.

Audience and Applicability
The Expanded Psionics Handbook appeals primarily to:
- Players interested in creating psionically gifted characters.
- DMs seeking to introduce psionic elements as plot devices or mechanics.

- Campaigns that revolve around mental powers, psychic phenomena, or psionic factions.

While it is compatible with the core rules, it encourages a shift in tone?highlighting mental mastery
rather than arcane or divine magic.

Core Content and Features
New Classes and Character Options

One of the most significant contributions of the Expanded Psionics Handbook is the introduction of
new character classes and options that specialize in psionics.

Psion

The Psion class is the flagship addition, designed to be the quintessential mentalist. It features:

- Power Points System: Unlike spell slots, psionics use a pool of power points that can be spent
flexibly to activate various powers.

- Power Selection: Psions select powers known at character creation and gain new ones as they
progress.

- Focus on Flexibility: The class allows customization through different disciplines and power
choices, making each psion unique.

Psychic Warrior

This hybrid class combines martial prowess with psionic abilities, emphasizing combat efficiency
alongside mental powers. Features include:



PSION TEKLOGIX USER MANUAL Full Version Vol. 2022, Issue 10

- Battlefield Control: Powers that enhance physical abilities or manipulate enemies.

- Defensive Powers: Shields and mental barriers to resist damage or mental intrusion.

- Progression: Gains access to more potent powers as they level up, scaling their combat
versatility.

Soulknife
A more stealth-oriented psionic class, the Soulknife specializes in manifesting blades of pure mental

energy. Key features include:

- Psychic Blades: Weapons conjured from mental energy, capable of bypassing some defenses.
- Stealth and Mobility: Abilities that facilitate covert operations and swift movement.
- Customization: The Soulknife can develop different blade types and associated powers.

Expanded Powers and Feats
The book introduces a plethora of new psionic powers, ranging from offensive attacks to utility

abilities. Examples include:

- Mind Thrust: An attack that damages and potentially stuns an opponent.
- Ego Whip: Disrupts an enemy?s concentration or mental stability.
- Psychic Reformation: Alters memories or perceptions.

Feats provide further customization, such as:
- Psionic Meditation: Enhances power point recovery.
- Expanded Mind: Allows a broader selection of powers known.
- Mental Prowess: Boosts effective power levels and saves.
Powers and Discipline Systems
The handbook categorizes powers into disciplines, such as:
- Clairvoyance: Powers related to remote viewing or sensing.
- Telepathy: Mind-to-mind communication or influence.

- Psychokinesis: Manipulating objects or the environment.
- Metacreativity: Creating or transforming matter through mental effort.
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This system enables players to specialize in particular areas, fostering thematic character
development.

Psionic Items and Equipment
The supplement also details psionic-specific gear, including:
- Psionic Tattoos: Magical tattoos that grant powers or enhancements.
- Mental Focus Items: Artifacts that boost psionic abilities.
- Power Amplifiers: Devices that extend or enhance powers.
These items add strategic depth and narrative flavor to campaigns.
Mechanics and Rules Enhancements
Power Points and Activation
The core mechanic of psionics in the Expanded Psionics Handbook revolves around the use of

power points. This system replaces traditional spell slots, providing a more flexible approach:

- Power Point Pool: Players have a finite amount of points per day.

- Power Activation: Powers require a certain number of points, allowing for variability in use.

- Metapsionics: Special abilities that modify powers, such as extending duration or increasing
damage.

Saving Throws and Resistance
Psionic powers often involve saving throws, typically Will saves, to resist mental effects. The

handbook clarifies:

- How to calculate and modify saving throws.
- Resistance mechanics, including power resistance and immunities.
- How to handle mental defenses versus magic-based defenses.

Balancing and Limitations

To prevent overpowered characters, the supplement introduces:
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- Power Level Caps: Limits based on character level or class features.
- Mental Strain: Using powers may cause fatigue or mental stress.
- Countermeasures: Items or abilities that negate or weaken psionic effects.
Integrating Psionics into Campaigns
Thematic Considerations
Incorporating psionics can radically alter the tone of a campaign. Themes may include:
- Mystery and Discovery: Uncovering the origins of psionic powers.
- Political Intrigue: Psionic factions vying for influence.
- Personal Growth: Characters mastering their mental disciplines.
Balancing Magic and Psionics
While psionics are mechanically distinct from magic, they can coexist in campaigns. DMs should

consider:

- Resource Management: Ensuring psionics don?t overshadow magic unless intended.
- Narrative Balance: Weaving psionic powers into the story organically.
- Encounter Design: Creating challenges that require mental as well as physical tactics.
Campaign Ideas
Some ideas for campaigns utilizing the Expanded Psionics Handbook include:
- A secret society of psionic researchers.
- A psychic invasion or psychic plague storyline.
- An exploration of ancient psionic artifacts.
Critical Reception and Legacy
Strengths

- Offers a comprehensive framework for psionic gameplay.
- Adds depth and variety, encouraging creative character builds.
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- Enhances narrative possibilities with new powers and items.

Challenges

- Complexity may be daunting for new players.
- Balancing psionics with existing magic rules can require careful adjustment.
- Some powers may be overpowered if not moderated.

Influence on Future Editions

While the Expanded Psionics Handbook was specific to D&D 3.5, its concepts influenced later
editions, including D&D 4th and 5th editions, where psionic themes have persisted in various forms.
Many modern homebrew and unofficial materials continue to draw inspiration from its mechanics.

Final Thoughts

The Expanded Psionics Handbook stands as a landmark supplement that elevated psionics from a
niche aspect of Dungeons & Dragons to a core element of character customization and storytelling.
Its rich array of powers, classes, and mechanics provides players and Dungeon Masters with tools
to craft mentally potent characters and campaigns filled with intrigue, mystery, and strategic depth.
Whether you?re aiming to create a psychic warrior on the front lines or a master of telepathy
orchestrating covert operations, this rulebook offers the comprehensive support necessary to bring
your mental mastery to life.

As with any complex system, success depends on thoughtful integration and balance. When used
thoughtfully, the Expanded Psionics Handbook can transform your D&D adventures into a cerebral
experience that challenges not only combat skills but also the mind?s potential ?truly unlocking the
power of the mind in a fantastical setting.

QuestionAnswer What new psionic classes are introduced in the Expanded Psionics Handbook
for Dungeons & Dragons? The Expanded Psionics Handbook introduces the Psychic Warrior,
Soulknife, and Spirit Shaman classes, each offering unique psionic abilities and playstyles to
expand the options available to players. How does the Expanded Psionics Handbook enhance
psionic power customization? It provides a wide array of new powers, feats, and prestige classes
that allow players to tailor their psionic abilities more precisely, including new ways to develop
mental disciplines and expand their character's psychic potential. Are there new races or species
introduced in the Expanded Psionics Handbook? Yes, the handbook introduces new psionically
inclined races such as the Githyanki and Githzerai, along with alternate racial traits that emphasize
mental and psionic strengths. What are some of the key gameplay mechanics added by the
Expanded Psionics Handbook? Key mechanics include new power points, discipline skills, and the
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'psi-like abilities' system, which provide more strategic options for managing and deploying psionic
powers during gameplay. Is the Expanded Psionics Handbook compatible with other D&D
sourcebooks, and how does it integrate? Yes, it is designed to be compatible with core D&D rules
and many other sourcebooks, integrating seamlessly by expanding existing classes and providing
cross-compatible psionic options that enhance and diversify gameplay.

Related keywords: psionics, dungeons and dragons, dnd rulebook, psionic powers, character
options, game mechanics, psychic abilities, campaign settings, role-playing, tabletop gaming



